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TELSTRA SALE, SECURITY OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES 

493. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development: 
Can the minister tell the house whether the sale of Telstra will offer any security of services for Western 
Australia?   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER replied: 
I thank the member for Albany for the question and point out that he looks a bit bleary-eyed.  He must have 
stayed up late last night watching that fantastic contest in which the king of spin bowled his balls down the 
wicket, with little leg breaks and sliders, and the occasional top spinner, only to be thwarted by one batsman.  
Members may think I am talking about Shane Warne and Kevin Pietersen, but no, I am talking about the great 
king of spin in Australia, John Howard, and the one person who will stand up to him, Barnaby Joyce.  Barnaby 
just hits John Howard back over his head.  While the rest of the Liberal Party seems to be bamboozled by the 
king of spin’s little leggies, Barnaby plays them as they are back over his head - another six, Barnaby!  While the 
Liberal Party in Western Australia is playing like Colin Cowdrey and Geoff Boycott, just poking out the pad, 
occupying the benches and doing nothing, there is Barnaby, just showing them what they can do.  I had given up 
hope for the other side, but all of a sudden over the weekend the former wonder king, Hon Norman Moore, that 
great batsman from the past - he is past his peak now and probably will not get back into the first XI - suddenly 
found a bit of form.  Suddenly Hon Norman Moore started hitting John Howard; he started saying that he could 
read his spin and he was going to start hitting the ball for Western Australia.  I just hope that the Liberal senators 
- Judith Adams; Ian Campbell -  

A government member interjected. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:   Exactly - who are they? - Alan Eggleston; Chris Ellison; David Johnston, a former mate 
of mine from Kalgoorlie; and Ross Lightfoot - will take a leaf out of the batting efforts of Barnaby Joyce and not 
the Colin Cowdreys on the opposition benches here. They are just occupying the benches.  They have not scored 
a run for a long time.  I hope those senators will start doing what they are supposed to do and go in to bat for 
Western Australia.   
 


